
  November

11 – Armistice Day 
A day to pause and remember those 
who have given their lives for the peace 
and freedom we enjoy today.

20 – Universal Children’s Day
Explore Children’s Rights around the 
world using the many widely available 
resources on the web or to borrow from 
your local DEC.

› Resource 
Partners in Rights
Engaging and creative approaches 
to exploring children’s rights and 
citizenship issues with children aged 
7-14. A range of activity sheets, photo 
cards and a ‘rights’ 
poster capture the 
individual voices 
and experiences 
of young people in 
Latin America and 
the Caribbean.
Age 7-14
£17.25

  December

1 – World Aids Day
Commemorated around the globe, this 
day celebrates progress made in the 
battle against the epidemic and brings 
into focus remaining challenges.

2 – International Day for the Abolition 
of Slavery

› Resource 
The Changing Face of Slavery
This video pack focuses on slavery past 
and present. The first part concentrates 
on the Transatlantic Slave Trade and 
encourages young people to look at 
why the trade began and its importance 
for the growth of wealth in Britain. 
The second part of the video links the 
growth of that wealth to the industrial 
revolution and the employment of 
young children. The last part brings the 
historical roots and the contemporary 
issues around child labour together. 
Age 11-14
Cost £17.60

10 – Human Rights Day

› Resource 
Stand Up for Your Rights
A book about human rights illustrated 
and edited by young people around the 
world. Each article of the declaration 
is brought to life by stories, poems, 
personal testimonies 
and pictures. The 
book encourages 
young people to 
realise that human 
rights are about 
the way we behave 
towards each other. 
Age 9-12
Cost £7.99

18 – International Migrants Day
Do we allow refugees and asylum 
seekers to exercise their human rights 
fully? Why not challenge myths and 
stereotypes around refugee issues in an 
assembly.

› Resource 
All You Need for a Refugee Assembly
Contains material for three assemblies 
and three complimentary lessons, to 
help teachers inform and educate pupils 
about refugees and asylum seekers.
Age 7-16
£4.00

  January

19 – Martin Luther King Day
One of the all time great civil rights 
campaigners.

› Resource 
Martin Luther King (CD-ROM)
A multi-functional CD-ROM which uses 
the life of Martin Luther King for the 
study of human rights, prejudice and 
peaceful responses to 
conflict.
Age 14+
£12.65
27 – Holocaust 
Memorial Day
31 – National 
Storytelling Week

Use this as an opportunity to celebrate 
the art of storytelling. Maybe include the 
many inspirational stories from refugees, 
civil rights campaigners and those who 
were enslaved. See page 6 for ideas.

 February 

23 – Fairtrade Fortnight 
Two weeks in which the principles and 
products of fair trade are promoted 
and the links between consumers and 
producers highlighted.

 March

5 – World Book Day
The biggest annual event supporting 
books and reading in the UK and 
Ireland.

8 – International Women’s Day
This day aims to highlight the 
importance of creating conditions for 
the elimination of discrimination against 
women and for their full and equal 
participation in social development.

22 – World Water Day
One sixth of the world’s population 
do not have access to clean 
water – a violation of one of the 
most basic human rights.

› Resource 
Clean Water – A Right for All
This informative resource shows children 
the importance of water in our lives 
at both a local 
and a global level 
and helps to form 
positive attitudes 
towards other 
cultures and the 
way others live. 
Age 7-11
£5.00 

When studying German a few years ago with students 
from Britain, France, Argentina, Malaysia and India, I recall 
how a discussion on human rights faltered almost immediately. 
This had nothing to do with our limited language skills, but 
everything to do with the fact that the Europeans were not on 
the same page as the others. Why was this?

It had become apparent that people’s understanding of how 
human rights are implemented and encountered depended upon the perspective 
through which one viewed them – Western or Third World? 

For example, access to clean water is a basic human right. However, the excessive 
consumption of the West impinges severely on the ability of others to achieve this. 
A Canadian consumes 35 times more water than an urban Indian, and an American 
even more. The USA consumes 23% of global energy with five per cent of the world 
population and contributes proportionately the greatest amount to global carbon 
emissions. If Canada and America continue to consume, as is their ‘human right’, the 
exercise of these ‘rights’ is a serious denial of material needs of two billion poor. In 
other words, human rights are contextual. And they may conflict. 

The point is not if human rights per se are contestable. The point is who is doing 
the talking. For the Third World, Christian proselytising came first, then the ‘civilising 
mission’ of colonialism and now the preaching of human rights. One civilisation has to 
be declared superior to another – then exploitation is morally justified. 

Colonialism ensured that the West became materially better off than the colonies 
and stayed so. Yet Western ‘values’ are the yardstick by which all nations qualify 
as ‘civilised’. This contradiction undermines the global applicability of human rights. 
Past and on-going wars, imposed by the West, as well as its post-September 11th 
curtailment of internal civil liberties, also appear as hypocrisy to the non-West. 

Furthermore, an impression has been created as if human rights were an invention of 
the West made in 1948. Actually, 20th century freedom struggles – India, South Africa, 
Ghana… against colonial powers – were very much human rights assertions, though 
articulated differently. 

Human rights as defined today are legalistic and formal, hence rather ineffectual. 
Often they become a political tool to criticise inconvenient or even insubordinate 
states and at times they actually play into the hands of repressive regimes. Mostly 
they help the victims cosmetically rather than substantively because they do not 
address the systemic problems. 

Material deprivation of the Third World poor is a serious breach of human rights. It 
is linked to the prevalent life-style of the well-off in both worlds. When asked what 
he thought of Western civilisation, Gandhi commented that he thought it, “would be 
a good idea” – it still could be. Perhaps a good starting point for this would be to 
examine and redefine human rights from a Third-World perspective.

The articles in this edition of Stride give some idea of how these complex issues can 
be addressed in the classroom. 
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With human rights as the theme in this edition, we have highlighted relevant dates and resources 
where human rights issues can be brought into schools through assemblies, events or classroom activities. 
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Global Citizenship Calendar
Are human rights Western rights?

Front cover picture: Matt Grayson / Crisis Action
Protestors gather outside the Sudanese 
Embassy in London as part of a global day of 
actions to end the conflict in Darfur.
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« Material deprivation of the Third World 
poor is a serious breach of human 
rights. It is linked to the prevalent life-
style of the well-off in both worlds. »

Stride magazine is printed on uncoated stock 
which is a 50% recovered fibre and 50% virgin 
fibre product with FSC certification, and uses 
soya inks which are vegetable based rather than 
mineral based and contain fewer greenhouse 
gases which contribute to global warming.
Design by www.contextdesigns.co.uk  
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CK Purandare comes from India and is currently based in 
Scotland. He is a self-taught artist and social commentator.

› Full text for this article can be found at: www.art-non-deco.com/Writings.html
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